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14th May, 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Wellbeing Celebration Day: Everyone enjoyed a wonderful day on Friday, 30th April. The disco in the yard was a real 
hit. I compliment the children for their consistent enthusiasm and zest for fun!  We are very proud to have our Amber 
Flag flying high. While it acknowledges our great work in the area of positive mental health promotion, it also gives us 
a gentle, daily reminder of the importance of looking after and supporting the positive mental health of all in our 
school community. Sincere thanks to all families who contributed to our collection for Pieta House which raised €560.  

Standardised Tests: This week saw our 1st-6th class pupils complete the first of their three standardised tests. 
Assessment is an enabler of effective teaching and learning. All forms of assessment, including standardised tests, help 
teachers to ensure that programmes of learning in literacy and numeracy are tailored to meet the needs of individual 
pupils/class groups. Results of any one standardised test provide a snapshot in time. There is no doubt that school 
closures may affect some results. Therefore, it is important not to view results in isolation. As previously outlined while 
standardised tests are necessary and worthwhile they do not measure the skills of strength, compassion, kindness, 
courage, diligence, common sense, ingenuity, effort, wit, resilience or creativity. They are only one aspect of your 
daughter’s schooling.  For more information on standardised testing please visit www.ncca.ie 

Virtual Assembly: We held our first virtual assembly today- it was a great success! It allowed us to come together via 
Zoom, to acknowledge achievements and to present student of the week. Student of the week this week was for ‘being 
positive’. So many worthy recipients- children who manage to find the silver lining and celebrate it. Well done girls!  

Social Media: We are very close to launching our Facebook and Instagram pages. It is important to remember what 
the purpose of these platforms will be.  

 To continue to advance our school communication system  

 To publicise school events, and increase awareness about the school 

 To announce any updated information that appears on our website  

 To highlight positive school achievements  

 As a means of marketing the school to a wider audience 

 To engage the community and act as a key component of our school’s online presence 

The social media handles for school accounts will be shared with all families next week. 

Sacraments: Bishop William Crean has written to all primary schools. In his letter he outlines government guidance in 
relation to the celebration of the sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation. He states that ceremonies 
for First Holy Communion and Confirmation will not take place in May or June. As soon as any further information is 
received, it will be promptly shared with the relevant classes. Your patience and understanding here is most 
appreciated.  

Book Rental: This year we will be returning to the more traditional format of requesting payment for book rental from 
next year’s 3rd-6th classes in June. Children in these classes will also receive their book rental books prior to the summer. 
For all other classes Book Rental is part of the Section B payment made in September. More information will be shared 
on this in due course. 
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Calendar 2021/2022: The school year 2021/2022 will commence on Thursday, 26th August. The full school calendar 
for 2021/2022 will be shared with all families via Aladdin Connect on Wednesday, 16th June. 

Positive Communication: There are so many things that have had to change in schools as a result of Covid-19. One 
change that is especially challenging is the inability to meet parents in person whether that be to impart information, 
explore a topic, problem-solve an issue or even share good news. However, even in these challenging times the 
educational partnership between home and school is of paramount importance in St. Mary’s NS. Positive 
communication is crucial to this good partnership. It is only when school and family strive to be mutually supportive 
and respectful of each other that your child’s education can be truly effective. 

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to familiarise themselves with our positive communication policy which is available 
to view here: http://www.stmarysnscobh.com/school-policies/ 

 Health and Safety: With restrictions lifting and the vaccination rollout taking pace there is a real sense of hope, 
optimism and light at the end of the tunnel. At school we must continue to maintain our stringent efforts to adhere to 
all health and safety measures in place to keep us all safe at his time. Remember arrive to school at the correct 
designated time, no congregating, adults to wear face masks, keep your distance, communicate with the school via 
phone/email only and if your child is unwell she should not come to school.  

Thank you all for your continued support, cooperation and encouragement. 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

Fiona O’Callaghan 

 

 

 
 

 

 


